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UMC Campus Policy on Scholastic Dishonesty
The Vice Chancellor for Academic Student Affairs serves as the Academic Integrity Officer at the University of Minnesota, Crookston. A report of Scholastic Dishonesty is to be filed with the Academic Integrity Officer if an incident has occurred for which faculty have taken specific action. The specific form can be obtained from the Academic Student Affairs Office or online at: http://xxxxx.

Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion. Cases of dishonesty may be handled as a scholastic matter or as a student conduct code matter at the discretion of the instructor. Instructors choosing to treat the case as a scholastic matter have the authority to decide how the incident of dishonesty will affect the student's grade in the course. If the instructor has treated the case as a scholastic matter involving the grade in a course and the student has a grievance related to this action, that grievance would be processed as outlined in Article IV, Section 3 of the Campus Assembly Constitution. Instructors choosing to treat the case as a disciplinary matter will refer the case as a referral to UMC's Student Conduct Code Coordinator for resolution under the University's Student Conduct Code. 

Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not restricted to: 
· Copying from another student's test. 
· Possessing or using material during a test not authorized by the person giving the test. 
· Collaborating with or seeking aid from another student during a test without permission from the instructor. 
· Knowingly using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, or soliciting in whole or in part the contents of an unadministered test. 
· Substituting for another student or permitting another student to substitute for oneself to take a test. 
· Bribing another person to obtain an unadministered test or information about an unadministered test. 
· Plagiarism means the appropriation, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining by any means another person's work and the unacknowledged submission or incorporation of it in one's own work. 
· Collusion means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing any academic work offered for credit. 
1Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What authority do faculty have in resolving matters of academic dishonesty?
Faculty have broad authority to manage the classroom, including matters of academic integrity. Once the instructor has concluded that dishonesty has occurred a meeting should be set between the two. The instructor should have in mind a suitable penalty or outcome based on the stated expectations and standards for the class/assignment. In most instances, an "F" for the course or minimally "0" points for the assignment/exam is imposed depending on the magnitude of the offense. The student should be confronted with the information and evidence that has formed the basis of the instructor’s view. The student should be given an opportunity to respond. Taking the student’s response into account, the instructor should specify what action will be taken and, if it is concluded that cheating has occurred, that the matter will be reported to the Academic Integrity Officer (Office for Academic Student Affairs). If end-of-the-semester time constraints do not permit such a session, the student should be contacted in writing, outlining the problem and the actions that will follow and providing a deadline for a response. The instructor should make and retain copies of questionable exams/assignments to assist in reporting. Once it has received the report, the Office for Academic Student Affairs will send the student a letter confirming the report of misconduct and the penalty assigned. The letter, copied to the instructor, and both the instructor’s and the student’s departmental office, will outline additional resolution options and record keeping practices. The Office for Academic Student Affairs has created a form to use in reporting academic dishonesty.

On occasion a student cheating case may present more complicating and serious components—e.g., improper entering into academic offices, falsified identification, and harassment. Such cases may warrant a far more severe penalty than an "F" for a course. The Office for Academic Student Affairs /Student Conduct Coordinator will work closely with affected faculty, departmental staff and other officials to determine the appropriate handling of the case based on the specific circumstances presented.

Reporting student scholastic dishonesty is critical to preserving and advancing academic integrity. As a community we need to have a means to hold those who violate our standards accountable and to sharpen the thinking of those who believe that cheating is "no big deal." Further, reporting is also the only way we have to identify repeat offenders.
Q: What recourse does a student have who insists they did not cheat?

A: When an academic dishonesty matter can not be satisfactorily settled on a one-to-one basis between faculty and a student, the allegation should be forwarded by faculty to the Student Conduct Code Coordinator who will make a determination whether a formal complaint should be filed against the student by the University. The student will then have further recourse for review and resolution. Although continued efforts towards informal resolution will be attempted whenever possible, Regents policies specify that a charged student have access to a full due process hearing and an appeal. The student disciplinary process is administered through the Student Conduct Code following the Crookston Campus procedures.

1Permission granted by the University of Minnesota Office for Student Academic Integrity (OSAI) to adapt this material for Crookston Campus use.
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