Committee on Access for Persons with Disabilities

April 20, 2005

Present:  Chris Valeske (student Rep), Hilary Bertsch (sub for Michelle Christopherson), John Magnuson, Melinda McCluskey, Owen Williams, Stacey Grunewald, Les Johnson, Laurie Wilson. Unable to attend:  Steve Hannah, Ken Myers, Harouna Maiga, John Murphy (student rep).
Minutes from November ‘04 were reviewed and accepted. 

Wilson reported that Phil Kragnes and ITC and Distance Education staff are discussing solutions / responses to the inaccessibility of VISTA to screen reader users.  Chris Valeske, UMC student, is experimenting with some VISTA based course materials as well and has been able to navigate the materials.  Chris reports that because he is familiar with certain kinds of links and also because he does not have to rely solely on the JAWS screen reading system he has been able to use the course materials.  The committee asked Chris to be in touch with Phil Kragnes on the TC campus regarding his strategy for using VISTA since to some users who are disabled it is completely inaccessible and Chris’ unique situation may offer some clues for other users.  This issue is potentially very significant since the University is in the process of switching over to VISTA, and we need to be able to anticipate barriers so that they can be addressed appropriately. Hilary Bertsch indicated that Distance Ed. would like to stay involved with these discussions. 
Twenty-two UMC faculty and staff and agency reps attended the Exploring Barriers and Opportunities for Students with Psychiatric Disabilities Workshop held recently at UMC. Presenters were Dr. Betty Benson and Barbara Blacklock from the TC campus. The workshop was well received and suggestions for improvements to campus services have been gathered and can be implemented.

John Magnuson reported briefly on UMC’s priority list related to potential HEAPR

funding. The entire allocation for the University system is 40 million dollars. The Lysaker weight room renovation and the Heating Plant requests top the list at UMC.  Classroom improvements, science lab classroom upgrades, and sidewalk improvements are also listed.  Whatever projects are not funded this year will remain on the list for future action.  Elevator maintenance has been somewhat more costly than anticipated, but elevators have all remained in good working order.

Additional accessible seating has been added for Commencement.  Last year 22 individuals who used wheelchairs, scooters, walkers of other devices and their families attended the ceremony and needed seating.  75 chairs will be reserved for this purpose. Handrails have been added to the stairs that ascend to and descend from the stage.

Question re:  procedure to obtain accommodations: Students document once with the Office for Students with Disabilities.  Each semester of enrollment an accommodation letter is sent to faculty members specifying the accommodation request from the student.  Students are not required to divulge details of their disability issue to faculty. If a consult is needed with the faculty member regarding an atypical request it is set up by OSD.  Students are responsible for notifying OSD in advance of dates for specific accommodations.  OSD communicates with the faculty.  Faculty and OSD are both required to maintain confidentiality to the extent possible in each situation. 
Stacey Grunewald reported on the new health insurance policy for Fall 2005 from BC/BS Minnesota.  UMC students and their dependents will have the same coverage as eligible students on the TC campus.  Benefits include:  $3,000,000. lifetime benefit, world-wide coverage, no pre-existing condition exclusions, 80% coverage of eligible expenses with $2000. out of pocket limit, preventive care benefits, $1500. pharmacy benefit, and unlimited medical evacuation and repatriation benefits.
Wilson promoted the AHEAD national conference in Milwaukee August 2-6. Many distance education and web based curriculum programs are featured.  Interested staff should contact Laurie for more information.

Meeting adjourned at 2:30.
l.wilson, recorder

