Committee on Access for Persons with Disabilities, February 17th, 2006

1.
Dr. Dingmann presented proposed options for the renovation of the Dowell Hall Science Labs. The present chemistry and biology labs located on the third floor of Dowell are basically in the original condition from their construction in 1972. 

Concerns:  

· None of the four labs meet ADA compliance standards for eye wash, showers, adjustable height counters, or fume hood access.

· There are safety concerns in that organic chemistry is being taught in a lab without a fume hood.

· There are safety concerns related to egress for all students.

· Wooden doors that open out into the hallway need replacement for fire and safety reasons.
· Approximately 9 feet of student workstations on the external wall of all the labs do not have viewing access for any of the students.

· The Dowell science labs represent the highest use labs on campus.

· Present configuration does not fit current instructional science needs.

There are presently HEAPR funds in the amount of $300,000. designated for lab renovation for all labs across campus. There may be some additional safety related dollars that could be contributed towards needed lab renovation, but proposed costs are still being collected since a thorough renovation and upgrade of the Dowell labs would also involve some demolition, possible asbestos abatement, venting, plumbing, electrical and heating work as well as new lab stations (four island work stations similar to Bergland Lab).  It is entirely possible that one lab renovation could require all of the currently available funding or more.
Discussion ensued with Dr. Dingmann on this topic and it was his impression that because of the safety / fume hood issue with chemistry that the 311 Chemistry lab renovations would likely be the first priority.  Fume hood venting from 325 does not appear possible since all of the HVAC equipment is directly above 325 on the roof of Dowell.  It must be noted however that in terms of highest student use, the biology labs serve more students yearly.
Science faculty have considered a proposal that significant renovation, safety upgrades and ADA compliance upgrades would be directed towards 311 with “partial” renovation of 325, 320 and 308 with any remaining funding. The partial renovation plan would include the removal of some perimeter student workstations, improved eye wash and shower access, and the installation of only one accessible island workstation.  A main concern with this plan is that it puts a student with certain kind of disability “on display” in the middle of the room since there would not be other choices about where that student could conduct his or her lab work.  Other student workstations would not be improved.
Committee on Access members present agreed that while it would likely take longer to accomplish, a thorough, thoughtful and complete, but phased, renovation and upgrade of the four lab spaces was preferable over the longer term. Such a renovation would take into account safety issues for all students, ADA compliance issues for selected students, storage issues and changed instructional and research needs for students and faculty.   

2.
Tom Feiro offered an update regarding the Art Room (Owen 118) improvement.  The art room at UMC has never had a permanent location and has been moved around numerous times without benefit of adequate preparation and advance planning for its location.
Present concerns:

· The kiln is not in an appropriate location (next to an egress) by safety standards.

· The kiln is not vented externally.

· Art room furniture is comprised of “leftovers” from other areas not designed for art.

· Owen 118 is the only classroom on campus with an overhead door that will allow special equipment to be brought indoors easily.  This room needs to be retained as a multipurpose lecture room as well as an art room. 

· HEAPR classroom funds in the amount of approximately $100,000. are available but costs are presently exceeding available funds.

Architectural and engineering plans for the room will be developed, and the present kiln will be replaced and relocated.
3.
Funding has been approved for the design phase of an outdoor athletic complex housing ticket booth, concessions and toilet facilities.

4.
Repairs of broken or shifted sidewalk and concrete areas will be undertaken this spring. Egress improvements to the east side of Lysaker will begin this spring. 
5.
Facilities and Environmental, Health and Safety personnel have developed a list of needed improvements to door hardware on campus.  Contact Tom Feiro with any recommendations.  

6.
Tom was asked to bring forward for consideration installation of power assist doors at the new external entrance to the Admissions Office off the mall.  This is now a major entryway and also serves Hill, the Hill lift, Owen and the Student Center and Prairie Room entrances. 

7.
Chris Valeske, student volunteer for OSD, reported on the recent laptop presentations and accessibility features of the various models and companies.  Chris attended all but one presentation, and indicated that even Apple, which has historically not had any accessibility functionality for users with disabilities showed some promising features.  Gateway’s tablet functionality was the most advanced by accessibility standards.  Accessibility of Information Technology (AIT Policy) requires that hardware and software selections be evaluated for accessibility.  Chris will be asked to submit his observations to the selection committee ASAP.

OSD Coordinator’s Update:

· Results of the Fall 05 OSD evaluation by students are available in Wilson’s office.

· UMC is continuing with the Remote Captioning Service for students who are deaf or hard of hearing

· Wilson will draft a brief survey for faculty and staff regarding disability related training needs for 06-07.



Meeting adjourned at 12:20. 
