Committee on Access for Persons with Disabilities

December 18th, 2007

Present:  Dr. Melsa, Dr. Dingmann, Dr. Thompson, Ken Myers, Terrill Bradford, Tom Feiro, Gary Willhite, Steve Hannah, Stacey Grunewald, Owen Williams, L.Wilson, 

Dr. Melsa provided a tour of the chemistry lab(s) renovation work to this point.  Work is substantially completed, and Dr. Melsa noted gains in student learning probably related to the collaborative learning facilitated by the new workstations.  Labs have accessible workstations, lowered sinks, lowered fume hood, working eye washes, improved convenience for computer plug-ins and LAN connections, and improved safety for electrical plug-ins in 325. Not yet completed in the chemistry labs is availability in both labs of distilled water (available in 311, but not 325), new seating (stools, suitable chairs), fireproofing of ceiling, fire doors, sprinklers, safety showers and the divider between the lab rooms.  All learners face the instructor in 325, but one seat at each workstation in 311 does not have an easy sight line to the teacher. Locks on storage cupboards are noted to be of poor quality and not effectively installed in some situations. Presently there is not wireless access in the chem. labs because of faculty requests for other parts of the building.  It can be installed. It was noted that Dr. Casey had engaged a different architect for the biology classroom renovation.
Dr. Dingmann reported that bio faculty have discussed and developed criteria for the lab renovation that include, in addition to general accessibility improvements, the pentagon pod workstations, electrical floor outlets, and division of the classroom in such a way that students will have access to lab rooms without access to prep rooms. Science faculty are scheduled to meet January 7th with the architects to review building code issues and discuss desired renovations.
Gary Willhite presented plans for the proposed 13.5 million dollar 200 bed residence hall.  If built it would replace Brink and offer features not available in other campus residences including a cafeteria and coffee shop.  The residence hall would feature apartment style living on all three floors and also host a multipurpose room on second floor and a classroom on first.  The hall would offer needed flexibility for students who stay on campus over breaks, and also for summer conferences and camps.  If all goes as hoped, construction could begin in summer of 08 and be ready for students fall 09. It was noted that there may be academic opportunities for students in HRI programs to connect with some of the added features of this residence hall.
A temporary ‘coffee shop’ area was recently opened in McCall Basement which is not an accessible space. It is primarily intended as an after-hours recreation option for students.  The new residence hall coffee shop area which would be accessible would eliminate the use of the McCall space.  In the short run, activities can be moved if needed. There are presently no students with mobility impairments enrolled. Wilson inquired about use of HEAPR funds to renovate McCall and improve accessibility of the structure since residence hall space is in short supply. No action was taken re: the discussion.

Stacey Grunewald offered an update on the proposed smoke-free campus initiative and the initial information session that was offered.  Campus open forums will be set up in the future.  Stacey Grunewald offered the following supplement to the meeting’s discussion:

Currently, Student Health has available to anyone interested in quitting smoking, a booklet, “It’s Time” by Bacchus & Gamma.  This booklet contains some excellent information about reasons people quit, the physiological changes that take place when you quit, contains a cutout where people can list the reasons they want to quit, find out their triggers for smoking and how to deal with them, and lastly it explains medication options.  Those who wish to quit are asked to complete the booklet, then a follow up appointment is made to set a quit date.  People are also given stop smoking kits that contains gum, hard candy, and stir sticks.  The fall issue of the Stall Story contained web sites that people can get information about stop smoking.  The next Stall Story will also contain information on stop smoking.  

For employees who don’t know where they can get information on stop smoking, they can go online and get information from the Student Health page, or contact their health insurance company for stop smoking information.  Almost every health insurance company has resources for this. 

Committee on Access members present unanimously supported the request from L. Wilson to pursue the formal addition of a member who could represent accessibility issues and technology on the committee. Steve Hannah has been serving informally in this role for some time, but committee membership was created before UMC became a laptop campus. Wilson will make contacts about this process and move it forward.
General Information re: accessibility

· Work on Dowell and SCC elevators was completed.

· Accessibility upgrades to the Owen Art Room are completed (temperature control in the classroom remains a problem).

· 13 staff / faculty participated in the audio conference on “Be Aware Before You Share: the Intersection of FERPA with Students with Disabilities in Higher Education:
· Test administration guidelines were updated and distributed to faculty.

Meeting adjourned at 4:20.

L. Wilson, recorder

