UMC Committee on Access for Persons with Disabilities
November 17th

Present:  M. Tollefson, K. Myers, T. Feiro, S. Grunewald, D. Demuth, O. Williams, G. Willhite, E. Gustafson, M. Belanger (guest), L. Barton (guest), L. Wilson and TC DS Mgmt Team members: Dave Fuecker, Eric Schnell, Peggy Mann Rinehart, Mari Magler, Betty Benson.

Members of UMC Committee on Access for Persons with Disabilities and U of M TC Disability Services Mgmt Team members met together on November 17th at UMC.  The three primary purposes for the meeting were:
· to become better acquainted with each coordinate campus and how disability services are accomplished at each campus 
· to identify emerging issues at each campus 
· to identify opportunities for improved partnerships, information exchange and system efficiencies.

Emerging Issues:
1. UMC delivers many distance learning courses and was the first U of M Campus to deliver an entire degree.  We are continuing to address the incorporation of U of M Accessibility of Information Technology policy standards into the delivery of our on-line courses and programs. Significant accessibility has been achieved within courses due to the support of staff in CTL, but we have not yet created entirely accessible electronic learning environments. Will Enlow (representing CTL) and Mark Belanger (representing AAC/SSS) identified specific areas of challenge related to this discussion as well as possible solutions.  Opportunities for strengthened partnerships with TC campus offices such as the Digital Media Center, the Center for Adaptive Computing and our UMC Center for Teaching and Learning were highlighted.  U of M DS Management Team members will be in touch with UMC personnel regarding these initiatives.  

Mark Belanger volunteered to share information from his recent participation in the Accessing Higher Ground / Accessibility through Technology conference with relevant campus individuals and offices. 

2. Many service men and women returning to educational environments after being in combat situations bring a variety of needs with them related to disability issues.  Dealing with PTSD and traumatic brain injury are two of the many issues that the U in coordination with Veteran’s Agencies and other groups continue to address.

3. Mental health issues have emerged across all groups as the highest incidence disability issue in recent years.  A variety of system resources exist to address these and other concerns from self-administered web page assessment links to the services of ‘U-Return’ .TC personnel are disseminating information and providing training throughout the U system. 

Campus Updates;
1. Gary Willhite provided an accessibility and ‘green’ report on the construction of Centennial II.
2. Stacey Grunewald provided an update on the UMC-Tobacco Free initiative scheduled to begin January 1, 2009 as well as campus resources and services to support the transition.
3. Dr. DeMuth and Tom Feiro reported on the science lab renovations as well as other facility upgrades.
4. Ken Myers offered brief comments on the incorporation of universal instructional design into courses.  

Upcoming events:
1. November 20-Great American Smokeout.  Quitplan rep on campus at 2:00 and 3:30 in Prairie Lounge.
2. December 1, 7:00, Youngquist, “Uncomfortably Numb; Depression, Suicide and the College Experience” 
3. January 26th, afternoon, location TBA, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome presentation


