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ACADEMIC STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE
MINUTES


11/1/07
 
PRESENT: Melsa, Westrom, Nelson, Mullins, Baldwin, Golembiewski, Crawford
ABSENT: Johnson, Jeremiason
OTHERS: None
 
1. The Committee approved a student petition requesting the transfer to UMC of 
academic credits earned at NCTC while on academic suspension. Action on this 
petition had previously been postponed from 9/20/07 pending receipt of a 
completed graduation plan. 
 
2. The Committee approved the recommendation from the Composition department 
to change the CLEP Subject Examination credit granting score for "Composition, 
Freshman" from 54 to 50.
 
3. Discussion ensured regarding the Committee's work plan for 07-08. An additional 
item was added to those previously forwarded to the Committee (enclosed):
    -    MN Department of Education's request for UMC's International Baccalaureate 
policy 
    
Other issues discussed were:
a. scheduling of classes during "prime time" (10-2)
b. AS&P Committee's charge
c. the University's policy on the scheduling of athletic & extra-curricular events 
during the final exam period
 
The meeting adjourned without taking action on the work plan.
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ACADEMIC STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE
POSSIBLE WORK PLAN ITEMS DRAFT


FALL 2007 



1) Eligibility for resident students to enroll in online classes. 


Review the need for a policy establishing minimum requirements for students enrolled in traditional on-campus classes (not distance only) to take online (E90) classes. The following motion was passed by AS&P and Campus Assembly in May 2006: "Any student who [is] on academic contract shall not be allowed to take an on-line course.” Chancellor Casey did not implement this policy change requesting further study of the issues involved.


2) POLICY ON MAKEUP EXAMINATIONS FOR LEGITIMATE ABSENCES


Review issues related to University’s policy: "Students shall not be penalized for absence due to unavoidable or legitimate circumstances. Such circumstances include, but are not limited to, verified illness, participation in intercollegiate athletic events or other group activities sponsored by the University, subpoenas, jury duty, military service, and religious observances. Students are responsible for providing documentation to the instructor to verify the reason for the absence."


3) Student registration in courses not applicable to degree to improve GPA



Review need for policy to address issue of students (all students? on academic contract?) who register for credits not applicable towards progress to degree solely to improve grade point average.


4) Instructor participation in submitting mid-term grade alerts 


Instructor participation in submitting mid-term grade alerts is voluntary. The most current UMC faculty participation is summarized in the following table. Is participation sufficiently high given our retention/graduation rates? Should there be an expectation that all faculty submit alerts?


			Midterm Alerts Submission - Campus Summary


			Report Run Date: Friday,3/2/2007 





			UMNCR, Spring 2007

This report excludes College in the High Schools classes.


			Data as of 3/1/2007





			College/Academic Group


			Total Graded Sections


			Total Sections 
w/ Midterm Alerts


			% Sections 
w/ Midterm Alerts


			Total Enrollments 


			Total Midterm 
Alerts


			% of Enrolled Students w/ Midterm Alerts





			CCAA - UMC-Academic Affairs 


			357


			176


			49.30%


			4936


			2076


			42.06%





			Total for UMC-Agriculture


			64


			20


			31.25%


			741


			258


			34.82%





			Total for UMC-Arts, Humanities, Soc Sci


			103


			44


			42.72%


			1468


			371


			25.27%





			Total for UMC-Business


			73


			51


			69.86%


			1078


			679


			62.99%





			Total for UMC-Natural Resources (NR)


			33


			13


			39.39%


			443


			199


			44.92%





			Total for UMC-Math, Science, Tech (MST)


			84


			48


			57.14%


			1206


			569


			47.18%








5) Contract requirements for online classes



Current contract requirements were designed for traditional students registered in all regular on-campus courses. The weekly report form requires the signature of each instructor and notation of: (a.) unexcused absences, (b.) approximate grade, and (c.) corrective action required. 



a) Should contract requirements be different for students enrolled in one or more distance courses? All online courses?


b) If requirements are different, how many credits can be attempted online before requirements change?


c) Is there an online alternative to GnEd 1900?


d) How should weekly contact requirements with adviser and counselor be fulfilled?


e) What constitutes "perfect attendance" in an online course? Should some minimum amount of work (percentage) be required to be completed?


f) What alternative exists to the paper "Academic Contract Weekly Report Form" for online students?



6) Athletic Events during Study Day and Finals Week


ISSUE: According to UM General Counsel the U of MN policy does not apply to UMC since our faculty group now is union. Thus, the athletic department needs to know what our campus policy will be for student athletes participating in practice and possibly competition during finals week. In the past the UM Senate Committee on Educational Policy approved student-athlete participation in practice and competition during finals week if they receive a post season bid to a regional or national tournament.


PROPOSAL (Baldwin, 4/20/2007): Athletic Events during Study Day and Finals Week at University of Minnesota Crookston: 


In those instances where post-season competitive events occur during Study Day or Finals Week (either of Day School or of Extension Classes), the Academic Standards and Policy Committee shall consider them approved (that is, without requiring explicit action on the part of the Committee) subject to the following conditions: 



1. The event is in logical progression in the sport, leading from in-season competition to conference or regional championships and then to national championship competition; and 



2. The coach or other staff member in the athletic program can demonstrate to whomever is responsible for counseling in the intercollegiate athletics program that satisfactory alternative academic arrangements have been made; and 



3. The event is conducted under the aegis of the NCAA or the appropriate national sport governing body if it is not the NCAA. 



The chair of the Academic Standards and Policy Committee will receive, on an annual basis, a report from the Athletic Director on the arrangements that are made pursuant to paragraph 2, above. 



The Athletic Directors will annually report to the Academic Standards and Policy Committee, early in the Fall Semester, on the number of student-athletes who missed any Study Day or any part of Final Examinations during the preceding year and on the academic performance of those student-athletes. These may be written reports. 



Post-season or other athletic events that are invitational in nature, rather than a natural progression to a championship, and which would take place during Study Day or Finals Week, require the specific approval of the Academic Standards and Policy Committee before participation may occur. 



Subject only to the exception noted in this policy, no travel or competition is permitted from the period beginning with, and including, Study Day and ending with the last day of Final Examinations. Home events may be scheduled in the evening of the last day of Final Examinations if the examination schedule is concluded by 1800. 



Interpretation by the Committee on Educational Policy: This Section 2 applies only to intercollegiate athletic teams, not teams competing under the aegis of the Department of Recreational Sports or any other unit of the University.



7) The Minnesota Department of Education has requested information regarding UMC's policy on awarding academic credit for International Baccalaureate (IB) courses. UMC does not have an IB policy. I've excerpted the following information from their memo of 10/15/07:


The Minnesota Department of Education is in the process of revising and upgrading a handbook detailing specific college or university credit-granting policies for successful completion of Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses.  This handbook will be a useful recruitment tool for your institution and a valuable planning aid for students as they make their post-secondary educational plans.  Consequently, it will be important to have clear, explicit policies for AP and IB exam scores to attract our best and brightest students to Minnesota institutions.



In 2005, M.S. 120B.13, Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate Programs, was amended by adding a subdivision regarding College Credit to read:



Subd. 3a. [COLLEGE CREDIT] The colleges and universities of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system must award, and the University of Minnesota and private postsecondary institutions are encouraged to award, college credit to high school students who receive a score of three or higher on an Advanced Placement or four or higher on the International Baccalaureate program examination.


In order to revise the handbook, it is essential to have an updated record of your institution’s specific policies, which also reflect the law as cited above.  Please update the enclosed Composite Reporting Form for AP and IB with changes or additions from your institution.   Include the following:  



         the minimum score that will be recognized for credit,



         the specific college/university course that is considered equivalent, and



         the amount of credit that will be granted.
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